
Question 1. 

What was the demand of Rani Lakshmibai of 

Jhansi that was refused by the British? 

Answer: 

To accept her adopted son to succeed the 

throne of the king, after the death of her 

husband. 

Question 2. 

What did the British do to protect the interests 

of those who converted to Chri stianity? 

Answer: 

Those who converted to Christianity would 

inherit the property of his ancestors. 



Question 3. 

What objections did the sepoys have to the 

new cartridges that they were asked to use? 

Answer: 

Objections the sepoys had to the new 

cartridges were: 

• The cartridges were greased with the 

fat of cows and pigs. 

• The sepoys had to use mouth to remove 

the covering of the cartridges. 

• They termed the cartridges to be a 

violation of the religious sentiments. 

• Hence, they rebe l led. 



Que,stion 4. 

How did the last Mughal emperor live t11e last 

y1e1ars of hisl lif1e? 

An1swer: 

The last Mughal emperor lived a very pathetic 

life during the last years of his l1ife. He was 

tried in 1C1ourt a1nd1 se1n1te,111 1ced to1 life 

impriso1n111ent. He a1nd h1is wife were sent t 10 

1priso,n 1in Ran:goo11,. Hie died tlhere a1fter four 

years. 



Question 5. 

What could be the reasons for the confidence 

of the British rulers about their position in 

India before May 1857? 

Answer: 

Reasons for the confidence of the British 

rulers about their posit ion in India before May 

1857 

1. The tradition a I rulers failed to develop 

independent leadership. 

2. They also failed to have independent 

social, economic, and political aims of 

thei r own. 

3. They fought among themselves and 

could not present a united front against 

the foreiqn rule. 



Question 6. 

What impact did Bahadur Shah Zafar's 

support to the rebellion have on the people 

and the ruling families? 

Answer: 

Bahadur Shah Zafar's support to the rebellion 

boosted the morale of the people and the 

ruling families. They became united to fight 

the British authority with double spirit. 

People of the towns and villages rose up in 

rebellion and rallied around local leaders, 

zamindars and chiefs. Nana Saheb, the 

adopted son of the late Peshwa Baj i Rao, who 

lived near Kanpur, gathered arme" forces and 

expel led the British garri son from the city. He 

proclaimed himself Peshwa. 



Question 7. 

How did the British succeed in securing the 

submission of the rebel landowners of 

Awadh? 

Answer: 

British succeeded in securing the submissions 

of the rebel landowners of Awadh: 

• They provided inheritance rights to the 

landowners (who would enjoy traditional 

rights over their land). 

• They were exempted from taxes. 

• They were rewarded. 

• They would be safe and their rights and 

claims would not be denied to them. 



Fi ll in the blanks with appropriate words to 

complete each sentence. 

1. In the countryside peasants and 

zamindars resented the ... ... ...... . and the 

rigid methods of collection. 

2. The British passed laws to stop the 

practice of ................. and to encourage 

the ............. of widows. 

3. The rebels rushed to Delhi from Meerut 

and proclaimed ......... ....... as their leader. 

4. Nana Saheb, the adopted son of the late 

Peshwa Baji Rao, gathered armed forces 

and expel led the ................ from the city. 

5 ................. fought a guerrilla war against 

the British with the support of severa l 

tribal and peasant leaders. 



AI11swer: 

1 . High taxes; revenue 

2. Sati, remarriage 

3. Bahadur Shah Zafar 

4. British Garrison 

5. Tantia Tope 



Question 3. 

State whether each of the following 

statements is True or Fa lse. 

7. None of the Indians wanted to change 

existing social practices. 

2. In 7 856, Governor-General Canning 

decided that Bahadur Shah Zafar would 

be the last Mughal king. 

3. The Indian sepoys were unhappy about 

their pay, allowances and conditions of 

service. 

4. The British could not repress the revolt 

and ca I led the rebels for negotiations. 

5. After the Revolt of 7 857, the Governor

General of India was given the title of 

Admiral-General. 



Answer: 

1. Fatse 

2. True 

3. True 

4. FaJse 

5a Fa ls1e 



Question 4. 

Match the items given in Column A correct ly 

with those given in Column B. 
Columu A · 

( 1) Birjis Qadr 

( u) Rani Lakshmibai 

(iu) Kunwar Singh 

(iv) Bakht Khan 

(v) Ahmadullah Shah 

Answer: 

Col11mn B 
(a) Bihar 

( b) Faizabad 

(c) Jhansi 

(d) Lucknow 

( e) Bareilly 

(i) (d), (ii) (c), (i ii) (a), (iv) (e) (v) (b). 



Class 8 History Chapter 5 When 
People Rebel Very Short Answer 
Type Questions 

Question 1. 

What was the plea of Nana Saheb, the 

adopted son of Peshwa Baji Rao-II? 

Answer: 

Nana Saheb pleaded that he be given his 

father 1s pension when the latter died. 

Question 2. 

What was the first step taken by the 

Company towards ending the Mugha l 

dynasty? 

Answer: 

The name of the Mughal king was removed 

from the coins minted by the Company. 



Question 3. 

Why were the Indian sepoys unhappy with the 

British rule? Give any one reason. 

Answer: 

The Indian sepoys were underpaid. 

Question 4. 

What rumour spread among the sepoys of the 

Meerut regiment about the new cartridges? 

Answer: 

The rumour spread that the new cartridges 

were coated with the fat of cows and pigs. 



Question 6. 

Name any two smaller rulers who 

acknowledged the suzerainty of Bahadur Shah 

Zafar. 

Answer: 

Nana Saheb and Biijis Qadr. 

Question 7. 

Who was Tantia Tope? 

Answer: 

He was the General of Nana Saheb. 


